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Prof. Sugishita is a health systems specialist, currently working for the Tokyo Women’s Medical University as the 

Professor and the Chair of the Department of International Affairs and Tropical Medicine. He holds a Doctor of 

Medicine from Tohoku University, Master of Public Health from Harvard School of Public Health and Mater of Arts 

in Medical Anthropology from University of London and Doctor of Philosophy from Great Lakes University of Kisumu, 

Kenya. He is specialized in cardiovascular surgery, global public health and medical anthropology. Since 1995, he 

has been extensively working on strengthening national and local health systems in more than 30 countries mainly 

in Africa. He also contributed the establishment of the framework on the Sustainable Development Goals and 

Universal Health Coverage, adopted by the United Nations Special Assembly in 2015. He recently received the 

Social Business Grand Prix in 2014 and the Honorable Award for Distinguished Medical Services in 2016.  
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