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Dr. Xiao-Nong Zhou is Director of the National Institute of Parasitic Diseases, Chinese Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention (2009 -), and Director of the WHO Collaborating Center for Tropical Diseases (2009-), based in 

Shanghai, China. He is serving as the Vice Chair of the Expert Committee on Disease Control and Chair for the 

Sub-group of Parasitic Diseases and Schistosomiasis, National Health and Family Planning Commission of China 

(2006-), as well as Chairman of Sub-Association of Medical Parasitology under Chinese Preventive Medicine 

Association (2015-), and Vice Chairman of Sub-Association of Global Health under Chinese Preventive Medicine 

(2016-). He is a leading expert in the research and control of schistosomiasis and other tropical diseases, with 

over 30 years’ experience in the field. He obtained his PhD in Biology at University of Copenhagen, Denmark in 

1994. Dr. Zhou established a career in parasitic disease research across the fields of ecology, population biology, 

epidemiology, spatial health, and medical malacology, and worked as a Professor at the Jiangsu Institute of 

Parasitic Diseases (1982-2001) and at the National Institute of Parasitic Diseases (2001-present). Since 2000, Dr. 

Xiao-Nong Zhou has actively engaged in global health in collaboration with WHO both on research project and 

serving as members in some international expert committee, for instance, Chair of the WHO West Pacific 

Regional Programme Review Group on Neglected Tropical Diseases (2014-), member of the WHO S&T Advisory 

Committee of NTD (2010-2016), member of the S&T Advisory Committee for WHO/TDR (2014-), and member of 

Scientific Advisory Group for Malaria Eradication (2016-). He is acting as Editor-in-Chief of “Infectious Diseases 

of Poverty”, and Associated Editor of ‘PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases’, board member of “Parasites and Vectors” 

since launching of the journals. He has published more than 200 papers in the international journals, including 

New England Journal of Medicine, Lancet, Lancet Infectious Diseases, etc., and published more than 6 

professional books. 
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S. Gabriël is the head of the Laboratory of Foodborne Parasitic Zoonoses at the Department of Veterinary Public 

Health and Food Safety, Ghent University, Belgium. She graduated as a veterinarian from Ghent University (1999), 

after which she lived and worked for eight years in sub-Saharan Africa, primarily conducting research on parasitic 

infections. Her PhD research covered Schistosoma spp. infections. From 2008-2016 she conducted research on 

helminth zoonoses for the Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium. Since October 2016 she is appointed 

at Ghent University, where she conducts research on foodborne parasitic zoonoses and is involved in education 

in veterinary public health and food safety. 

 


